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Statement of Mentorship 
Table was completed as part of an assignment for an advanced apparel design class for 

which I was the instructor. The advanced design class was the culmination of several design 
classes where it has been my pleasure to serve as a mentor to this undergraduate student. The 
mentorship relationship for this project involved guiding the undergraduate designer through 
concept development, color and fabric selection, patternmaking, construction, and fitting of the 
final look. The undergraduate designer exceeded expectations in every stage of the design 
process and completed a unique and compelling apparel design that highlights the designer’s 
exceptional concept, patternmaking, and construction skills. I have continually been impressed 
by this undergraduate’s dedication and passion for the craft of apparel design and this is clearly 
evident in this innovative and artistically crafted look. Thus, it is with my utmost enthusiasm and 
support that I recommend this piece for inclusion in the ITAA undergraduate design exhibition 
and award consideration. 
 
Statement of Purpose 

Table is the start of a new series of designs where each and every garment has multiple 
ways you can wear it, ultimately becoming an actual piece of furniture you can wear. The 
purpose of this is to showcase my creativity in apparel design and art. My love for both art and 
apparel design are equals. If I’m not designing clothes, I’m painting, if I’m not painting, I’m 
studying art and fashion. I have found a more recent love for abstract art and wanted to translate 
that into garments, making truly different, original one-of-a-kind pieces. I’ve always been 
fascinated with designers that push the boundaries of what we believe clothing should be. 
Designers like Rei Kawakubo at Comme des Garçons and Alexander McQueen, in my opinion, 
are some of the leading designers in clashing the fashion and art world. After watching a number 
of their shows, it became apparent to me that it wasn’t just a fashion show, it was an art show as 
well. Table’s purpose is to represent my take on art and fashion going hand in hand.  
 
Aesthetic Properties and Visual Impact 

This look has multiple ways you can wear it, with two necks holes, four armholes, and 
one pair of legs, as well as four table legs and a tabletop covering (figure 1). Focusing on the 
more “art piece” side of this garment, my personal favorite way to wear it is when the garment’s 
completely covering the table, and the model is laying on top of it on her back, with her neck, 
arms and legs sticking out of the garment (figure 2). This showcases the way I initially intended 
this garment to look. Though when you take the garment off of the table and the model wears it 
right side up, you’ll find that all the twists and curves display a beautifully draped dress (figure 
3), where you can play with it and come up with some amazingly styled looks.  
 
Process, Technique, and Execution 

The process and technique I used to come up with this design consisted of patternmaking, 
creativity, and mystery. This design started out as an initial thought of putting a model on top of 
a table and having a garment completely cover both the model and table. Starting with that, I 
knew that once I had that down, how it looked on the body without the table, was a complete 



mystery. But a very beautiful mystery at that. I started taking measurements of a table and 
making patterns that would create an entire cover, top, bottom, and all four legs. I than started on 
the patterns for the top of the table which consisted of the two neck holes, four armholes and one 
pair of legs. Using a stretchy, lightweight polyester, the fabric worked perfectly and exactly how 
I wanted it. I’ve always been the type of person to push myself and try new things. I did just that 
with this design. The thought of this outlandish design only motivated me to execute it to my 
best ability.  

 

Figures 1-3. Images showing multiple ways of wearing the design. 

Cohesion 
The cohesion of this look is that there is none. I wrote briefly on my love for abstract art 

and how I wanted to translate that into garments. The thing with abstraction is that it’s always 
different, and you don’t always know where you’re going with things until it’s done. That 
explains this garment perfectly. It started out with just wanting to design for a model on a table, 
and not knowing how it was going to look on the body without the table. It’s a beautiful, messy 
display of things that come together and catch the eye.  
 
Originality and Innovation 

This garment is both original and innovative in the ways it was constructed and designed. 
Originality and innovation are the driving forces when it comes to my designs. I want to put my 
art into the world and make people wonder what’s going on. This design technique is original in 
the way I took measurements of the table before anything else, as well as not knowing how it 
was going to look on the body. It’s a beautiful way to design in my eyes. Because things aren’t 
always going to be perfect and things aren’t always going to go the way you want them to. But, 
if you believe in something as much as I do, there’s no way to fail. 



 


